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AN  EASTERN  ADVENTUEE   OF  THE
FAT   CO^TEIBUTOE.
WHEN our friend, the Tat Contributor., arrived from the East,
he was the object of a good deal of curiosity, especially among
the younger artists and writers connected with the facetious little
periodical called Puneh; and his collection of Oriental curiosities,
his beard (which, though originally red, he wore dyed of a rich
purple), his pipes, narghile's, yataghans and papooshes made him
a personage of no small importance. The crimson satin dressing-
gown and red tarboosh, arrayed in which he used to lie on a sofa
and smoke a long pipe all day, caused the greatest sensation in
the neighbourhood of the New Cut, Lambeth, where the Con-
tributor lived; nor can a finer sight be imagined than our fat-
friend in this magnificent costume, ogling and smiling, and kissing
his hand, to the six young ladies at Miss Runt's, the straw-bonnet
makers over the way. Frank Delamere, the actor at the Victoria
Theatre (his real name is Snoggin, "by the way), got an old cotton
robe covered with faded spangles, and used to attempt the same
manoeuvres out of his window; but he was voted an impostor,
and our friend Bluebeard, as we used to call him from the peculiar
dye of his whiskers, was the Lion of Lambeth for 1845.
His stories about the East and his personal adventures were
so outrageous that we all laughed at the fellow's gasconading,
with the exception of young Speck, the artist, a credulous little
creature, who swallowed all these legends with the most extra-
ordinary good faith, smoked his long pipes, although tobacco
disagreed wofully with his poor little chest, and absolutely "began
to grow his beard and moustachios forsooth ; just as if he had a
beard to grow. Such are the foolish vanities indulged in by
weak minds.
Over the Contributor's mantel-piece was an immense silver-
mounted yataghan, of Damascus steel, in an embroidered filligree-
case, with texts from the Koran engraved upon the hilt. Of this
weapon the owner was excessively proud 3 he read off the sentences